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William Baskerville
B.A. International Relations
Las Vegas, NV

My name is William Baskerville and I am a freshman at USC majoring in In-
ternational Relations.  I’m a first generation college student from Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  My father is a black man from New York and my mother is from the 
Philippines.  I tutor middle school students with the Chaka Khan Foundation 
four hours a week and I am also a member of 100 Black Men of USC and 
Troy Philippines.  I am currently taking Chinese language courses and plan 
on studying abroad in China in order to prepare myself for changing events 
on the world stage.  With that said, I hope to create a positive impact on the 
world through a career in international politics and diplomacy.        

Paola Beas
B.A. Gender Ethnicity and Multicultural Studies
M.S.W Social Work
Pomona, CA

I obtained my bachelors degree at California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona in Gender Ethnicity and Multicultural Studies with a minor in Span-
ish. My student involvement includes being a member and social chair of 
Hermanas Unidas, member and director of the Vagina Monologues, and 
McNair Scholar. My parents are immigrants of Jalisco, Mexico and I was 
born and raised in Pomona. I am the youngest of four children and the first 
one in the family to pursue higher education. I am a pursuing a Masters de-
gree in Social Work where my short plan it to become a therapist and long 
term goal includes being involved in program development. I want to start 
working at the micro level but eventually work my way up to have a larger-
macro impact in society.

Sergio Calix
B.A. Political Science
San Salvador, El Salvador

I was raised in El Salvador until I was 16 when I decided to pursue my 
dreams of high education and moved to California. With a lot passion and 
dedication in high school, I got in to my dream university, USC. At USC I 
thrive to obtain all the knowledge and experience this University as to offer, 
so that the sacrifices of leaving my family and country are rewarded.



Tina Chuvanjyan
B.S. Public Policy, Management and Planning (Health Administration)
Glendale, CA

My name is Tina Chuvanjyan and I was born in Yerevan, Armenia. My par-
ents and I immigrated to the U.S. when I was two years old, and I was 
raised in Glendale, CA with my two younger siblings. I am currently a junior 
studying Public Policy, Management, and Planning with an emphasis on 
Health Administration here at USC. On campus, I am involved in the Arme-
nian Student Association and the Unite for Sight Chapter. My future aca-
demic and career goals include getting my Master of Health Administration 
and working in hospital administration.

Isabel Duenas
B.A Sociology & B.A American Studies
South Los Angeles, CA

My name is Isabel Duenas. I am a Mexican-American first generation col-
lege student. I am the co-chair for Hermanas Unidas de USC and during 
the summer I participated in the Mc Nair Scholars Program in which I con-
ducted research alongside a faculty mentor. I am a Topping Scholar and I 
graduated from an outreach program which is called Neighborhood Aca-
demic initiative. I have a strong passion for equal access to higher educa-
tion and make college presentations in high schools in Los Angeles and Los 
Angeles County including the program I graduated from.  I will be applying 
to graduate school for Fall 2011 and I plan to go directly to a Ph. D program. 
I plan to continue the research I have done during my undergraduate career 
which focuses on the prison industrial complex and the disproportionate 
number of Blacks and Latinos in the prison industry.

Henry Franco
B.A. International Relations & B.A. Chinese
Los Angeles, CA

My name is Henry Franco and I am of Salvadoran descent. I attends the 
University of Southern California majoring in International Relations and 
Chinese. My ambitions are to eventually work in the development of Latin 
America, working domestically in the government or working abroad in Lat-
in America.   

Anthony Grimaldo
B.A. Psychology
Venice, CA

My name is Anthony L. Grimaldo and I am currently a Sophomore seeking 
to obtain a degree in Psychology to later pursue a master’s in Human Be-
havior and also an MBA. I am currently involved in LBSA(Latino Business 
Student Association), SHPE(Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers), 
and Sigma Lambda Beta, International Fraternity, Inc. I am Mexican-Ameri-
can and my hometown is Venice, California. I am the eldest of three chil-



Carlos Hernandez
B.S. Music Industry
Los Angeles, CA

My name is Carlos E. Hernandez, and I am a 1st generation college student 
(Music Industry major) from Los Angeles, CA. My parents are both from 
San Salvador, El Salvador and I am the 2nd of three children. On campus I 
have dedicated all my time and efforts to the Annenberg Latino Student As-
sociation and my fraternity, La Unidad Latina, Lambda Upsilon Lambda. In 
addition to these extra curricular activities, I’ve capitalized on professional 
development opportunities by interning at places like: HBO, Deliotte & Tou-
che, Paradigm Talent Agency, and the Hispanic Heritage Foundation. My 
ultimate career goal is to become a leader and vanguardist in the entertain-
ment industry, particularly addressing the emerging Latino youth market.

Donald La
B.S. Business Administration
Monterey Park, CA

My name is Donald La and I was born on January 23, 1988 in Monterey 
Park, CA. I am the second youngest child of four and I grew up speaking 
Chiu-Chow and Mandarin. I really enjoy snowboarding, playing basketball, 
and playing volleyball. My compelling passion in sports gives me the drive 
to major in Entrepreneurship, and someday start my own athletic sports-
wear company. As of now, I am working on campus and I plan on getting 
involved with student government next semester.

Amanda Peralta
B.A. Psychology
Pasadena, CA

 I am currently a 4th year student at USC. I work for the USC Readers 
program as a tutor and I am also a research assistant for an Emergent Lit-
eracy Project. I am also the academic chair for my sorority (Sigma Lambda 
Gamma National Sorority, Inc.). I am graduating this upcoming May and 
after graduation I plan on studying abroad in Spain for a semester. I plan on 
pursuing a Master’s Degree in Public Policy or Social Work starting in the 
Fall 2011 semester. I want to work with at risk youth in detention facilities for 
the first part of my career but my ultimate goal is to become a policymaker in 
the Los Angeles Unified School District. My parents are from Nicaragua and 
I have 3 sisters (4 daughters total).  My two older sisters and I will be obtain-
ing college degrees this May 2010. I attribute many of my accomplishments 
to my family’s unconditional support and guidance in my educational and 
endeavors. I couldn’t have made it this far without them.



Monica Rodriguez
B.A. Communication
Ann Arbor, MI

I was born and raised in Michigan and came to Los Angeles to persue a 
degree in Communication at USC. I currently serve as the Governing Board 
Chair for the Norman Topping Student Aid Fund. Throughout my years at 
USC I have been involved in Chicanos for Progressive Education and other 
organizations dedicated to outreach. I come from a very large family, all of 
whom are currently in Michigan. Having grown up in a multicultural home, 
as my dad is Dominican and my mom is American, I have come to appreci-
ate the immense differences between the world’s cultures. 

Jesse Ruiz
B.S. Health Promotion and Disease Prevention & B.A. French
Los Angeles, CA

Growing up in Los Angeles has both had its benefits and downfalls for I was 
exposed to diverse communities, but many times these communities were 
not very safe to explore. I have always had a curious personality, which 
is why I like to explore new territories, including different fields of study. 
Although I not too sure what my career goals are, I am very interested 
in the health field and community involvement. I am currently involved in: 
Pi Kappa Phi fraternity, where we sponsor Push America, an organization 
which aids disabled individuals, CHIP (Community Health Involvement Proj-
ect), where we go out to the community to offer free glucose screenings, 
pressure and vision tests, Project Dream, a mentoring program for inner 
city middle school students on the verge of failing, and the Neighborhood 
Academic Initiative, a college bound program for self motivated students, 
among many other groups at school.

Roland Wiryawan
B.A. Critical Studies
Jakarta, Indonesia

Roland Wiryawan was born and raised in Jakarta, Indonesia. After work-
ing as professional host and event organizer at his hometown, he flew to 
Los Angeles to pursue his dream: film director.  He started his journey by 
attending Los Angeles City College at Fall 2006.  He is a founder and for-
mer president of International Student Association at his community college 
which primary focus in helping international students. He also has been 
involved in various events of Indonesian community. He achieved his asso-
ciate degree and certificate for Cinema Production at June 2009, and trans-
ferred to USC School of Cinematic Arts.  He is proud to be part of SCholars 
program and a recipient of Norman Topping Student Aid Fund.


